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         Burbage Parish Council 
Minutes of a meeting of Burbage Parish Council 

held on Monday 11th October 2021 
at 7.45pm in Burbage Church Centre 

 
 

Attendance  
Cllrs. Steve Colling, Theo Clarke, Lee Giddings, Glenda Pearce, Gill Terry, George Walsh-Waring, Andrew Wheeler, and Chris 
Wheeler were present. 
 
Cllr Stuart Wheeler from Wiltshire Council sent his apologies, along with written replies to two questions asked by Cllr Chris 
Wheeler. In response to the first question of why Wiltshire Council carry out road and other works during peak holiday periods, 
Cllr Stuart Wheeler stated that resurfacing works are scheduled to take place when there is the greatest probability of dry 
weather. This was particularly relevant for the work being done to alleviate the flooding issues on the Burbage to Pewsey road. 
The works being done in Marlborough were connected with the gas supply, and with water works. These works are carried out 
by the respective utility companies, and Wiltshire Council has very little control over their timing. The Parish Council felt that this 
did not fully explain the situation in Marlborough, as utility companies have to obtain permission from Wiltshire Council to close 
roads. Cllr Chris Wheeler also pointed out that the road from Stibb Green to Savernake had been closed all day, but no work at 
all had been done on the road. This caused unnecessary disruption to local people. The Clerk was asked to pass these points to 
Cllr Stuart Wheeler. Action Clerk 
The second issue raised by Cllr Chris Wheeler related to the police response to incidents in the village on 13th September. He felt 
that the police were not proactive in attending; and one lady who had issues was not visited by the police until the next day. Cllr 
Stuart Wheeler responded that Wiltshire Council has no control over the policing effort in their area, but that he would raise the 
matter. 
 
There was no Village Hall report this month 
. 
There was one member of the public present, Mr Peter Goodman, who attended to request that name signs be erected on the 
three roads leading into the hamlet of Savernake, which currently has no signposting. He felt that this would make it easier for 
delivery drivers to find the area, as well as adding prominence to the historic settlement. He also requested some form of traffic 
calming, as there have been at least three accidents in the area in the last few weeks. The Chairman informed Mr Goodman that 
there are strict guidelines around the creation of speed limits, and that Savernake does not have enough houses fronting directly 
on to the road for a speed limit to be introduced. A proposal to request the three name signs plus traffic calming measures for 
Savernake via Pewsey Area Board and CATG was approved. Proposed Cllr Chris Wheeler, seconded Cllr Terry, approved 
unanimously. Action Cllr Colling & Clerk 
 
1020 Receive and accept apologies for absence: Cllr Blanchard and Cllr Jones 
1021 Receive Declarations of Interest and requests for dispensation: Cllr Chris Wheeler and Cllr Andrew Wheeler declared a 

pecuniary interest in Item 1028 e) – the review of the invoices for the safety surfacing and groundworks at the 
playground. 

1022 The Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 13th September 2021 were accepted as a true record, and signed by the 
Chairman. 

 
1023  Community Transport Group 

 Cllr Colling reported that the village gates had still not been re-erected. Cllr Colling to chase that up again with Wiltshire 
Council. He also reported that the residents of Leigh Hill have submitted their proposal for safety measures at the 
junction with the A346, which he will submit to CATG for the next meeting. Action Cllr Colling 

 An email from Mr John French requesting some form of pedestrian crossing to be installed by the petrol station, to 
allow people to have safer access to the new post office, was discussed. Cllr Colling reported that this had been 
considered as part of the traffic calming measures installed in that area, but that the official decision from CATG had 
been that there was not enough space to install a crossing between the roundabout and the new bus stop area. It 
would also have cost a considerable amount of additional money, a large part of which would be funded by residents 
via the Precept. It was agreed that the area would be monitored, to give time to see if the changes already made had 
improved the situation, and to readdress it in one year. The Clerk was asked to reply to Mr French. Action Clerk 

 
1024 Pewsey Area Board 
 Next meeting to be held on Monday 29th November. 
           
1025 Correspondence received since the last meeting, not covered by Committees: None 
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1026 Planning Committee:  
 a) Correspondence: None. 
 b) Report on planning decisions taken since the last Parish Council meeting: None    
 
 c) Consider any new and existing applications for planning: 

Reference Location Applicant Proposed Work Decision 

PL/2021/07689 Warren Farm,  
Savernake 

Homer Farming 
Ltd 

The erection of a new steel 
portal framed building to 
cover an existing slurry store 

Proposal – No 
Objection (Unanimous) 
 

PL/2021/08441 Westcourt 
Stables, 
Westcourt 

Mr George 
Gordon 

Construction of a new all 
weather manege with 
lighting in existing 
equestrian paddock 

Proposal – No 
Objection (Unanimous) 
 

PL/2021/09532 Toad Cottage,  
10 Marlborough 
Road 

Mr Colin 
Seaward 

Remove 1 Leylandii Tree Proposal – No 
Objection (Unanimous) 
 

PL/2021/09151 Sturmy House, 
Durley 

Mr Chris Rokos Installation of new garage 
building, garden access gate 
and associated works. 

Proposal – No 
Objection (Unanimous) 
 

   
        
1027   Village Open Spaces Committee:          AW 

a) Correspondence:  
i) An email was received from Mr Andrew McGowan, who raised a complaint about the level of street lighting in 
Burbage now that the new street lights have been installed; and also raising concerns about the height of the Leylandii 
hedge outside the Three Horseshoes. The Clerk was asked to reply to Mr McGowan to suggest that he reports his 
concerns about the street lights to Wiltshire Council, as it is their responsibility. The Clerk was also asked to write to the 
owner of the Three Horseshoes to ask that the hedge be cut back; and also to SSE to report that the trees may be 
presenting a risk to the overhead power cables. Action Clerk 
 
b) Receive report of Issues outstanding from the previous minutes: 

Open Spaces Who When Updates 

1.  CCTV cameras TJ  Ongoing 

2. Parish Steward - current main tasks 
for the Parish Steward are:- 

1. Clearing drains on a regular basis 
2. Strimming footpaths regularly 
 
Idverde have the fly-tipping contract for 
Wiltshire Council The Clerk to contact 
them about rubbish left at Seymour Pond 

 
 
 
 
 

 

AW 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ongoing 
Parish Steward visits to Burbage: 
He is on leave in mid-November, so will 
miss one of the days 
 
Cllr A Wheeler to check what needs 
clearing and let the Clerk know 

3. Playground repairs  CW  Tyre Walk needs to be repaired 

4. Update on Martingale Road and Seawards 
correspondence - Cllr Chris Wheeler has tried 
to speak to the replacement contact again, 
and has chased for a response. 

CW Asap Ongoing 
Cllr Chris Wheeler has received a letter, 
which he will forward to the Clerk 
 
 5. Re-siting the defibrillator from the 

Three Horseshoes.  
All existing phone boxes to be painted. 
Cllr Chris Wheeler to order the paint. 

CW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ongoing 
Plan is to buy new phone box for Durley, 
and then refurbish the old one and put it at 
Stibb Green. The one outside the White 
Hart will be painted. The Cricket Club will 
be offered a defibrillator. 
 6. Damaged footpath signs to be replaced. SC ASAP All councillors will check the footpath signs 
and photograph them while they are out 
and about in the parish; and then the 
Parish Council will determine which ones 
need to be replaced. 
Ongoing 
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Open Spaces Who When Updates 

7. Reporting, and cutting back of, overgrown 
hedges in the village. 

Full 
Council 

Sep The areas around Seymour Court where 
bushes have grown out from the grounds 
into adjacent areas have not been cut 
back. The Clerk logged th issues with Aster, 
and was informed they have been added 
to the maintenance team’s list. The Clerk 
was asked to chase for the work to be 
done. 

 
c) The specification for the playground fencing will be sent to the Clerk by Friday 15th October by Cllr Chris Wheeler. The 
Clerk was asked to put it out to tender as soon as possible after that. Action Cllr Chris Wheeler & Clerk 
d) The available leisure facilities for the youth of the parish were reviewed. Cllr Pearce reported that the Blue Bus will 
be visiting the village every month for the next 8 months. It was agreed that a venue in the village is needed so that 
some regular activities can be arranged; and that volunteers should be sought to help organise these activities. Cllr 
Pearce is liaising with interested parties, and will report on any possible progress at the next meeting.  
e) The signs for the Book Exchange kiosk in Webb’s Way have been delivered. Cllr Chris Wheeler will order the paint for 
the exterior of the kiosk; and then the signs and paint will be passed to Katie Broughton. 
f) The two new double litter bins have been delivered. It was agreed that one of the bins will be placed at the bottom of 
Long Drove, and the other at Eastsands. The Eastsands single bin will be re-sited to the corner of Barn Meadow, and the 
other single will be placed at Fir Green. Action Cllr Andrew Wheeler 
g) The basketball court signs have arrived, and Cllr Chris Wheeler and Cllr Andrew Wheeler volunteered to erect them. 
Cllr Walsh-Waring volunteered to source and order new nets. Action Cllrs Chris and Andrew Wheeler & Cllr Walsh-
Waring  
h) The request for name signs for Savernake, along with traffic calming measures, was addressed earlier in the meeting. 
i)  The Clerk reported that she had contacted the publican at the White Hart about the parking complaints. The publican 
has asked all customers to park safely and considerately. She also asked that if there are any further problems for local 
residents, that they notify her, so that the issues can be dealt with immediately. 
j) Wiltshire Council are now in a position to carry out requested Traffic Surveys, and have asked the Parish Council to 
nominate a suitable location for the one requested in Burbage. It was agreed that the bottom of Suthmere Drive or 
Stibb Green may be suitable locations. Cllr Colling volunteered to take the matter forward, and the Clerk was asked to 
forward all necessary details to him. Action Cllr Colling & Clerk 
k) The Clerk presented an update on the refurbishment of Seymour Pond and surrounding area. The contract for the 
replacement of the railings has been issued, but there is a lead time of twelve weeks for the materials to be delivered. 
The work should commence at the start of January. Wiltshire Wildlife Trust has been asked to do a full survey of the 
pond and surrounding area, and has offered potential dates in November. The Clerk was asked to liaise with Cllr Jones 
to agree a suitable date, and then inform the rest of the Parish Council. Action Clerk 
l) WALC are running a survey on Local Nature Recovery Strategies. The decision was taken not to respond to the survey. 
m) The playground inspection rota for the next month was noted.  

                      
1028  Finance & Policy Committee:          GP 

a) Correspondence: None 
b) The RFO presented a draft budget for discussion, in preparation for the final budget setting in November. It was felt 
that the existing reserves for footpath repairs and resurfacing need to be increased. The Chairman asked for a 
substantial budget for new defibrillator cabinets to be considered, as many of the existing ones now need extensive 
repairs or replacement. The RFO was asked to produce and circulate an updated draft budget before the November 
meeting. Action RFO 
c) The proposal to set up a parish council email address for each councillor, as recommended by Katie Fielding from the 
Wiltshire Association of Local Councils, was discussed. The Clerk presented three options, one from Microsoft, and two 
from Ionos, who host the Parish Council’s website. It was agreed that the cheaper option from Ionos, costing £1 a 
month + VAT for 12 months, and then £20 a month + VAT for 25 email accounts, each with 2GB of storage, should be 
purchased. Proposed Cllr Chris Wheeler, seconded Cllr Clarke, approved unanimously. Action Clerk 
d) The proposal to invite WALC to present a councillor training course on planning applications was agreed. Proposed 
Cllr Chris Wheeler, seconded Cllr Pearce, approved unanimously. The Clerk was asked to arrange it. Action Clerk 
e) The invoices for the safety surfacing and groundworks for the playground refurbishment were reviewed. Cllr Chris 
Wheeler confirmed that the increase in cost from the originally agreed price was because of the decision taken at the 
meeting held on Monday 12th April 2021 to replace some areas of worn and damaged surfacing in the area where the 
old safety tiles were, which had not been included in the original quote. All surfacing was made good where necessary. 
This almost doubled the area that the contractors needed to surface. However, Cllr Chris Wheeler had been able to 
negotiate a lower price per square metre because of the increase in the size of the order. The proposal to approve the  
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invoices for payment was approved. Proposed Cllr Colling, seconded Cllr Pearce, approved unanimously. Cllr Chris 
Wheeler and Cllr Andrew Wheeler, having declared a pecuniary interest, took no part in the vote or discussion, other 
than to provide written information and answer questions. 
 f) The Financial Regulations were reviewed and approved. 
g) The Standing Orders were reviewed and approved. 
h) The Code of Conduct was reviewed and approved. 

             
1029  RFO / Finance Report:  

a) RFO’s monthly report: None 
b) Receive current liquidity statement & Bank Reconciliation for 30th September, 2021 £106,351.22 
c) Note receipts since last PC Meeting: The second half of the Precept, £13,500, was received from Wiltshire Council on 
30th September; and 45p was received in interest on the Rate Reward account. 

 d) Note payments since last Parish Council meeting: None       
               

e) Approve new payments:          

Cheque 
Date 

Chq No. Ref. Details VAT Excl Total 
Payments 

VAT 

09/08/21 100843 P573 Chris Wheeler Construction Ltd – payment of 
DCM invoice for play surfacing 

9,186.00 11,023.20 1,837.20 

09/08/21 100844 P574 Chris Wheeler Construction Ltd – Welfare unit, 
storage, ground works for playground works 

6,293.50 7,552.20 1,258.70 

11/10/21 100851 P581C Idverde Limited – grass cutting Sep 21 462.58 555.09 92.51 

26/10/21 100852 P582C Clerk’s salary/BB/phone October 2021 395.25 395.25  

11/10/21 100853 P583C PAYE for Clerk October 2021 96.00 96.00  

11/10/21 100854 P584C Broxap Limited – 2 litter bins 792.00 950.40 158.40 

   Totals 17,225.33 20,572.14 3,346.81 

         
 
1030 Next Meeting:                                                                                                                                                                                  Clerk 

a) Full Council Monday 8th November 2021 at 7.45pm in the Church Centre 
 
 
 
 

     There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.22 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed…………………………………………………Chairman  …………………Date 


